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[HO
Oct 17, 190%7.
Wme. Martin, Esq. |
American coasul-General,

Hankow, China.

Sir:

Enclosed herawith is a copy of a note received r.o.a the Foraign Office with reference
to the case of Liu Cbin-ngan, in whose trnal on the charge of treason the .American Chu-
rch zmummo.n at Wuchang became involyed, in which it is stated that the Viceroy of the
Hukuang provinces has directe that proclamation be issued stating FoA>Bonmo»n Or..:.nr
M “sion’s reputation was of the highest order and that the said Mission was in no way

connected with the case of Liu Chin-ngan.

The Legation would be pleased to receive a copy of this proclamation when issued, in
order that it may be ascertained whether it is suificiently clear and empbatic to be acc-
epted as a refutation of the charges made against the mission bb the Hupeh Judge.

Of  (Translation.)



Princs, Ch'ing to
| Mr.. Rockhill,
Foreign Office Sep. 23, 1907
Your Excellency:

Referring to the case of Liu Chia.yun, Or Liu Chen-i, I have the honor to acknowle-
dge the receipt of your letter of Sep. 10 saying that this man had been a teacher in the
college of the American Church Mission in Wuchang; that the good mame of the Mission
has therefore been involved in the charge ot treason brought against him; that said mission
still labored under these charges although nearly eight months had passed since you first
asked that it be publicly cleared of them.

In reply I have the honor to state that the Ministers of my Board recently held a con-
versation with your excellency with regard to the method of clearing the noon__ name of the
Mission and that after that conversation my Board telegraphed to the Viceroy of Hukuang
cnnman‘ him to give the matter his early attention, -and to reply. on the 20th, inst. an

answer was received as follows:

F  Hole N 1A
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"The case of the Criminal Liu Chen-i does not javolve the American Church Mission
in the slightest degree, as I have repeatedly stated. m,suﬁonao_d. many more revolution-
ists have been apprehended in ﬁ,:.mo:m places, and Liu Chen-i is fiound to have been im-
plicated in many other affairs of the kind. It is evident, therefore, that the evidence agai.

nst him in the case in question was undoubtedly true.

Since the American Minister has repeatedly asked that the name of the American Ch-
urch Mission be protected, since I have always been upon the most friendly terms with
the said Mission; and since the case of Liu Chen-i does not injure their good name; now,
therefore, I have directed the provincial Judge to issue a proclamation clearly  setting
forth with regard to the case of Liu Chen-i, that he commonly did things in secret, with-
out the knowledge of the American Church Mission; ihat the officials in Hupeh have m_i,.
ays been very fair in their dealings with the Christians; tbat the American Church Miss.
ion enjoyed an excellent reputation in the province;-of which fact the viceroy is very glad;

that an iovestigation made after Liu Chen.i’s crime was committedshowed that the Ame-

rican Church Mission was not concerned therein at all; and finally that there was abund-



ant proof that the Missionaries were actuated by friendly motivesentirely,

Their action will certainly preserve absolutely uninjured the good name of the American
Church Mission. |

Please notify the American Minister and reply,

Having received the above , my Board finds that the nnmam_ in this instance was noE.._
mitted by the accused Liu Chen-i in his individual capacity, that it did not refiect upon
the Mission in the least, and consequently it is not evident how its good name has suff-
ered, Now, however, the Viceroy reports that he has directed proclamations to be issued
stating that the Mission’s reputation in the province is of the highest order, and that the
_mmmn_ Mission’ was not in any way connected E:.w the Liu Chen-i affair,

The name of the Mission is thereby preserved absolutely unharmed, which is in accord
with your excellency’s wish,

It becomes my duty therefore to communicate the fact to your Excellency and request
that you will transmit tne information mo the American Church Mission,

A necessary despatch,

& Rom RENEK | HiY
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| Sep. 21st. 1907,
To the Hon, W. W. Rockhill

Minister of the American Government



at Peking.
My dear Mr, Rockhill

When Bishop Roots left for America, he commitied to my charge all mattérs coane-
cted with the case of Liu Chin-ngan,

I have been hoping you might have some communication tomake, -some good news in
the matter. The fact that our Viceroy kais been calied to the Grand Council and another
sent in his place leads us to wonder il at this time something cannot be done, either
through Chang Chih-t’ung himself., who is now in the Capital, or through Tsao Rhe.sen,
who is aiso there but soon io come here? Could anything be accomplished through a @mnmonm-
interview between ( e,g.) the Viceroys and the Waiwu Pu?

It seems to us here curious that the case of Tsung Hsink'o, from Canton, could be
3o easily settled, while this of Liu, which seems quite paralel, should be so difficuit.
Was there anything done by his friends which H_L:. s .?mmsﬂ_m here nave not thought of and
in which we might leam a iesson from them?

I have succeeded in finding a tempor:ry substitute for Mr, Liu in the work of the

B Kolm KENEXK BCES
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Divinity schosl, so that, thouzh we are involved in double expense, the work is going on,
But Liu himself, meanwhile, kas endured the long ,msn.::oa in prison. and his health ig
sutfering, and the in justice to him and the reproach on our Jame, of course, remain
unredressed, May I ask your own opinion as to whether there is any way out of the prea
sent cul-ds-sac, or whether we must simply make up our minds to let the matter drag on,
and the man endure to the end the imprisonment deter mined on by the authorities, which,.
by the way. it is now rumoted, has b:en altered from "five years” to "imprisonment
for life".
Thanking you for all your constant interest in the affair, aad hopt 4 you have had

a good rest this summer and are returning refreshed to your labors in the Capital mw..mmn.

I remain,
Very truly yours 24
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No. 767 (Mise).
October 22 1907
Rev., L. B. RKidgely,
American Church DMission,
Wuchang, Chimna.
Sir:
As your code telegram of the 2oth instant relating to the case of Liu Ching-an could
not be deciphered, I telegraphed you under date of the 21st as follows:
"'Telegram unintelligible. (sgd) Fletcher”, |
I now have to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram of the 21st, reading::
"Liu i condemned cell manacled mmzonom, five guards fear speedy execution bible

forbidden, (Sgd) Ridgely”.

The Legation regrets that it is unable to interfere further.

#YE Ko omRENEW THR
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I am, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Chargé d’Affaires, 5
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Mo. 768 (Mise),
October 24, 1907%.



Rev. L., B. Ridgely,

American Church Mission,
Wuchang, China,

Sirs
And 21st

Replying to your letters of October 19, 1907, in further reference to the case of Liu
nrmnwma. .m.un_ asking if it is in accordance with treaties that prisoners be not allowed to
have Bibles I quote Artivle XIV, of our treaty with China:

The principles of the Christian ‘religion, as professed by the protestant and Catholic
churches, are recognized as teaching men to do good and to do to others as they would
have others do to Eoi. Those who quietly profess and teach these doctrines shall not
be harassed or persecuted on account of their faith, Any person, whether citizen of the
United States or Chinese convert, who, according to these tenets, peaceably teach and

practice the priaciples of Christianity shall in no case be interfered with or H.uo_nmnom

therefore, No restrictions shall be placed on Chinese joining Christian churches, Converts

W Mol m KN e 14¢ )
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and non-converts, being Chinese subjects, whall alike conform to the laws of Chiaa; and
shall pay dus respect to those in authority, living together in peace aud amity; and the
fact .of being converts shall not protect them fronmi the consequences of wnw oftense they
may have committed before or miy commit after their admission into the church, or exempt
them from paying legal ‘ta.es levied on Chinese subjects generally, except taxes levied and
contributicns for the support of religious customs and practices contrary to :..mr. faith.
Missionaries shall not interfere with the execise by the native authorities of their jurisd-
iction over Chinese subjects; nor shall the native authorities make any distinction between
converts and non-converts, but shall administer the laws without partiality so that both
class can live together in peace”.

As thz Legation informed you yesterday, it regrets its imability to interfere in this
case as between the Chinese authorities and the prisoner. Your letter to Mr. HwoowE: of
the oth instant has been communicated to the Department and I will hold myself in read-
iness to carry out any further instructions I may receive from washington, but as the

case now stands I do not see miy way clear to take any action which can be construed as



an interference
I am, Sir,

Your obedient servant,
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